
Age

Lower age requirement
from 21- to 18-years old 

3x
18- to 20-year-olds

commit gun homicides at
triple the rate of adults

aged 21 and older3

Training

Eliminate basic safety training on
shooting, handling, and state laws

32%
Increase in gun

assault rates among
states that lost

training requirement1

Permitless Carry
Permitless concealed carry would allow firearm owners as young as 18 years old to
carry a loaded, hidden handgun in public without any training or background check.

Background Check

Eliminate current background
check requirements

255k
Firearm background

checks denied annually -
often due to felony or

domestic violence history2

North Carolina’s concealed carry permit process helps ensure that firearm owners who carry
guns in public do so safely through training, background checks, and age requirements.
Eliminating these effective safety measures is dangerous for children, families, and communities
in North Carolina. Legislation to repeal the requirement for a concealed carry permit would:

Permitless Carry leads to more gun violence... ...And is widely opposed by North Carolinians

90%
Of North Carolinians 
support legislation to 
require background checks7

84%
Of self-identified
Republicans7

85%
Of gun owners7

Including

8 in 10
North Carolinians oppose
permitless carry7

Including

2 in 3
Gun owners oppose
permitless carry7

29%
Increase in firearm
deaths overall4

48%
Increase in 
firearm homicide4

22%

Including

After West Virginia passed
permitless carry in 2016:

Increase in
firearm suicide4

29%
Increase in firearm
violent crime rates5

Weakening or eliminating
permitting is associated with:

29%
Increase in workplace
firearm homicide rates6



Learn more
& join NCGV

Permitless Carry
By removing safety measures and making firearms more prevalent in public,
permitless concealed carry poses significant harm beyond firearm deaths.

Escalates everyday conflicts
When anyone could be carrying a
hidden, loaded weapon, everyday
conflicts can turn into deadly violence

3x
States with no permit requirements have
nearly triple the rate of road rage shootings8

Increases gun thefts
As gun carrying becomes less
regulated, more guns are stolen 
and potentially end up in unsafe hands

50%
Increase in firearm thefts when
states adopt permitless carry laws9

Increases shootings by law enforcement
Law enforcement officers may perceive
an elevated risk of danger from more
civilians carrying concealed firearms

13%
Increase in officer-involved shootings in
states that moved to permitless carry10

Heightens risk of suicide
Lowering the age requirement
gives more young people access
to a highly lethal method of suicide

7%
Increase in firearm suicide among people
aged 19-24 after Missouri lowered the
age to 19 to get a concealed carry permit11

Concealed carry permitting laws help keep North Carolinians safe

Source: 1) Doucette et al. "Deregulation of public civilian gun carrying and violent crimes: A longitudinal analysis 1981–2019." Criminology &
Public Policy. September 2023.; 2) Everytown Research analysis of Connor Brooks, “Background Checks for Firearm Transfers, 2019–2020.”
US Bureau of Justice Statistics. November 2023.; 3) Everytown Research analysis using FBI Supplementary Homicide Report (SHR) and US
Population Data obtained from CDC WONDER. 2022.; 4) Lundstrom et al. "Impact of a permitless concealed firearm carry law in West Virginia,
1999–2015 and 2016–2020." American Journal of Public Health. November 2023 & March 2024.; 5) Donahue et al. "More guns, more
unintended consequences: the effects of right-to-carry on criminal behavior and policing in US cities." National Bureau of Economic Research.
June 2022.; 6) Doucette et al. "Right-to-carry laws and firearm workplace homicides: a longitudinal analysis (1992–2017)." American Journal
of Public Health. December 2019.; 7) "New polling from Everytown for Gun Safety shows North Carolinians overwhelmingly oppose permitless
carry." Students Demand Action. April 2025.; 8) Burd-Sharps et al. "Road rage shootings remain alarmingly high." Everytown Research &
Policy. December 2024.; 9) Donohue et al. “Why do right to carry laws increase violence? Effects on gun theft and clearance rates.” Journal of
Urban Economics. March 2025.; 10) Doucette et al. "Officer-involved Shootings and Concealed Carry Weapons Permitting Laws: Analysis of
Gun Violence Archive Data, 2014-2020." Journal of Urban Health. 2022.; 11) Bhatt A et al. "Association of changes in Missouri firearm laws
with adolescent and young adult suicides by firearms." JAMA Open Network. November 2020. 12) Churchill et al. “Evaluation of the United
States’ Permitless Concealed Carry Laws and Child Health in the ECHO Cohort.” Health and Human Rights. June 2026. 13) Harley D. “Law
enforcement warns against concealed carry bill in NC amid push to override veto.” WNCN. July 2026.

Harms child health
Exposure to guns through permissive
state laws is associated with poorer
overall health and increased stress

25%
Children in states with permitless concealed
carry laws were 25% less likely to report
excellent or very good general health status12

“People who take carry concealed classes know what to do when
approached by law enforcement. If everybody is carrying firearms, nobody
knows what to do because they haven’t had training. They might reach for
the weapon, they might attempt to hide the weapon, and the officer poses
it as a threat... It’s like giving a kid a driver’s license without driver’s ed.”13

Keith Stone, Nash County Sheriff
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