
Do you have any guns in your home?

Gun safe
Lockbox
Gun case

Cable lock
Trigger lock

“Excited the kids are getting
together! I’ll make sure my son

has his EpiPen. Also, on the
topic of safety, do you have any

firearms in your house? Are
they unloaded and locked

separate from ammunition?”

“I know I’ve never asked before but
after that recent unintentional

shooting on the news I have to ask:
How are your firearms stored?”

“I have a few safety questions
anytime my daughter goes to a

new home. Will the kids be riding
bikes? I can send a helmet. Also,
do you own any guns, and if so,

are they safely stored?” 

Unloaded
Store firearms unloaded

without ammunition

Locked
Lock firearms in preferred

storage device

Ensure keys or codes are
inaccessible to everyone

except the authorized gun
owner (especially children
and high-risk individuals)

Separate
Store ammunition

separately from firearm
(also locked up) 

Are they stored where kids can’t access?

How are they stored? Are they unloaded & locked?

Is ammunition stored separately?

What are your rules for accessing
guns without supervision?

Safe Firearm Storage
Responsible and safe gun ownership starts with secure storage. Just like you
lock your car or your smartphone, firearms should be locked when not in use.
Safe storage saves lives and reduces gun injuries.

Every gun, every time

The best storage
device is the one you’ll
use most consistently

24%
Of North Carolinians with
loaded firearms at home
keep them unlocked1

#2
Guns are second leading cause of
death among children and teens
(ages 1-17) in North Carolina2

#10
North Carolina ranks 10  in
annual rate of firearm thefts with
almost 11k guns stolen annually
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5 questions to ask about safe storage

6.7M
Children in the US live in a
home with at least one
unlocked and loaded firearm4

(According to Johns Hopkins Center for Gun Violence Solutions)



Learn more
& join NCGV
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Safe Firearm Storage
Unlocked firearms pose a threat to our children, families, and communities. 

Suicide

82%
Of adolescent firearm
suicides involve a
gun belonging to
family member8

3x
Access to a gun at
home triples the risk
of death by suicide7

Theft

250k 380k
Gun thefts
each year...

...resulting in 380k
guns stolen annually9

School Shootings

76%
Of school shooters access the
firearm from their own home
or that of a relative or friend10

Unintentional Shootings

360
Children per year access 
a loaded firearm and
unintentionally shoot
themselves or someone else5 

8
Unintentional shootings
by children in North
Carolina resulting in
four deaths (2025)6

59%
Decrease in unintentional
firearm deaths in communities
that practice safe storage13

32%
Of youth firearm suicide and
unintentional deaths could be
prevented through safe storage14

Safe storage saves lives

Many local sheriffs offices, police departments, and public
health agencies distribute free gun locks to residents 

Gun thefts from cars are the largest
source of stolen firearms11

Firearms should only be temporarily
stored in vehicles to prevent gun theft
Store guns out of sight and in locked
containers attached to your car (not in the
glove box, center console, or under a seat)
More than one-third of guns stolen from
cars are parked at residences12

NC S.A.F.E
ncsafe.org

North Carolina’s statewide
safe storage initiative
Parent conversation starters
Safe storage checklists
Safety demonstration videos
Map of temporary, voluntary
out-of-home firearm storage

Johns Hopkins Center for
Gun Violence Solutions

Research, fact sheets,
policy guides, and toolkits
Conversation guides for
parents and clinicians
Educational video series

publichealth.jhu.edu/center-for-gun-violence-solutions

Be SMART

Guide to secure storage devices
from gun safes to trigger locks
Educational materials and toolkits
Conversation guides to talk to
kids and parents - from young
children to adolescents
Answers to FAQs

besmartforkids.org
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