
North Carolina’s concealed carry permit process is essential for gun safety. State law
currently requires firearm owners who carry concealed guns in public to renew their
permit every five years. A lifetime concealed carry permit would only require one
initial background check and training throughout a person’s entire lifetime. 

Just like you renew your driver’s license, firearm permit renewals and periodic
background checks are critical for keeping North Carolinians safe. Without them, local
law enforcement would not know about disqualifying conditions that occurred after the
initial background check and make it unsafe to carry a concealed weapon including:1

Eligible crimes including domestic violence
Crimes committed in other states
Serious mental health or substance use problems
Illegally or unlawfully residing in the US
Dishonorable discharge
Domestic violence protection orders
The person is a fugitive from justice

Background checks save lives: A lot can happen in 10, 25, or 50 years

Lifetime
Concealed Carry

90%
Of North Carolinians 
support legislation to 
require background checks2

84%
Of self-identified
Republicans2

85%
Of gun owners2

Including

29%
Increase in firearm
violent crime rates3

Weakening or eliminating
permitting is associated with:

29%
Increase in workplace
firearm homicide rates4

North Carolinians widely support background checks

Weakening concealed carry permits makes North Carolinians less safe



Learn more
& join NCGV

Lifetime
Concealed Carry
By removing safety measures and making firearms more prevalent in public,
lifetime concealed carry poses significant harm.

Increases firearm homicides
Increased gun-carrying in public may
directly and indirectly contribute to violence
through self-defense, conflict, or theft

11%
Higher firearm homicide incidence rate in
states with weaker concealed carry permitting
laws compared to those with stronger laws6

Concealed carry permitting laws help keep North Carolinians safe

Increases firearm assaults
More people publicly carrying concealed
firearms, especially those with violent histories,
is associated with more firearm assaults

10%
Increase in firearm assaults among states
that weakened concealed carry laws5

And...

24%
Increase in firearm assaults when individuals
convicted of violent misdemeanors allowed
to obtain a concealed carry license5

Increases gun thefts
As gun carrying becomes less
regulated, more guns are stolen 
and potentially end up in unsafe hands

35%
Increase in gun thefts after passing
laws that weaken carry permitting7

Source: 1) North Carolina General Assembly. § 14-415.12. Criteria to qualify for the issuance of a permit.; 2) "New polling from
Everytown for Gun Safety shows North Carolinians overwhelmingly oppose permitless carry." Students Demand Action. April 2025.;
3)  Donahue et al. "More guns, more unintended consequences: the effects of right-to-carry on criminal behavior and policing in US
cities." National Bureau of Economic Research. June 2022.; 4) Doucette et al. "Right-to-carry laws and firearm workplace homicides:
a longitudinal analysis (1992–2017)." American Journal of Public Health. December 2019. 5) Doucette et al. “Impact of Changes to
Concealed-Carry Weapons Laws on Fatal and Nonfatal Violent Crime, 1980-2019. American Journal of Epidemiology. February
2023.; 6) Fridel E. “Comparing the Impact of Household Gun Ownership and Concealed Carry Legislation on the Frequency of Mass
Shootings and Firearms Homicide.” Justice Quarterly. June 2020.; 7) Donahue et al. More guns, more unintended consequences: the
effects of right-to-carry on criminal behavior and policing in US cities." National Bureau of Economic Research. June 2022.
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