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Extreme Risk
Protection Orders
Extreme risk protection orders (ERPOs), also known as “red flag” laws, are a preventive
measure to temporarily prohibit people from possessing or purchasing firearms when a civil
court finds that they pose a serious threat to themselves or others. ERPO laws temporarily
remove guns from dangerous situations to prevent mass shootings, suicide, and other harm. 

32%
Of mass shooters exhibited at least
one warning sign prior to incident1

Intervene before warning signs escalate Prevent suicide and mass shootings

4-5
Observable behaviors displayed by
average mass shooter beforehand2

Connecticut
14%
Reduction in firearm suicide after
increasing ERPO enforcement3

California
58
Potential mass shootings
prevented by state’s ERPO law5

Indiana 1 suicide prevented  for every 10 gun removals4

Vast majority of Americans support ERPO laws
Percent of voters who favor Extreme Risk laws, by affiliation6

Before the Parkland, Florida mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 2018, the shooter
displayed concerning behavior. He had been the subject of dozens of 911 calls to local law enforcement

and two tips to the FBI. He was known to possess guns and prohibited from carrying a backpack on school
grounds for fear of concealing them. However, no action could be taken to remove his firearms, as Florida

did not have an ERPO law at the time. As a result, 17 people were killed and 17 more were wounded. 

This mass shooting and many more may have been prevented with ERPO laws in place
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Extreme Risk
Protection Orders
22 states, D.C., and the U.S. Virgin Islands have ERPO laws in place with over half of
the American population living in an area with this effective violence prevention
measure.  However, North Carolina has not adopted an extreme risk protection law.
While the exact process varies by state, ERPO cases generally follow the model below:
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Petition denied
(firearms returned)

Final ERPO issued
(usually up to 1 year)

Final hearing within 7-21 days to
determine if sufficient evidence of risk

Temporary order issued & guns removed
(if immediate danger found)

Judge reviews petition to determine if
sufficient evidence of immediate risk

ERPO petition filed in civil court Petitioners are typically law
enforcement or family members

“Ex parte” orders are emergency orders
issued when threat of harm is imminent

At-risk individual must relinquish firearms
if not already done so and prohibited

from purchasing or possessing firearms

Many state laws include penalties
for knowingly filing false petitions
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